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Specific Purpose Statement: I will inform you about the ethical implications of autonomous vehicles.
Introduction 
I. If you had to choose between running over a child, or an elderly individual what would you choose? This would be a very heavy decision to make; that fortunately we do not need to make on a usual basis. Nonetheless, this hypothetical question highlights the fact that as drivers on the road, we have decisions to make, and those decisions are sometimes a matter of life or death.
II. 
I would like to inform you about some of the ethical implications of autonomous vehicles.
III. 
I spent time researching the ethical implications of autonomous vehicles since the technology is bound to progress and get integrated in society.
IV. Must define morality for autonomous vehicles, responsibility for their action can be unclear to assign, and the vehicle may exhibit biases.
Let’s begin with morality
Body 
I. We must define morality and ethics for autonomous vehicles 

A. Morality is not well-defined 
1. Not always clear whether a decision is ethical, especially under pressure
2. Example. most people cannot decide between running over a child or an old person, and panic
B. Morality varies with geography (Amos, 2024)
1. The answer to whom to run over varies by geography

2. Cultural norms shape morals (Graham, 2016)
Besides morality, there’s assigning responsibility for the car
II. 
Assigning liability in the case of an accident can be unclear

A. Vehicle is controlled by AI system

1. The humans inside are just passengers

2. The AI may misjudge situations.
B. Some accidents are unavoidable
1.Braking distance can lead to collision (Townsend, 2016)

2. Outdoor conditions could interfere with the vehicle 
Finally, the training of AI systems
III. 
The training of the AI may contain biases

A. AI is trained on pre-existing experiences (Sarkar, 2025)

1. Supervised training by humans

2. Lack of diversity in experiences
B. Training data selection
1. Sources of data may reflect societal biases

2. Data may reflect some perspectives over others
There’s much more that can be said about autonomous vehicles
Conclusion
I. 
Development of autonomous vehicles will require answers to ethically sensitive questions; extending from defining morality, assigning responsibility for the actions of the vehicle, to the biases within the training of AI.
II. 
The actions of autonomous vehicles can have implications for the lives of people, as such, we have a responsibility to minimize the disparity in their behavior
III.
Thank you for listening.
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